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SGV Greenway Network Strategic Implementation Plan

Summary

Meeting Format

The October 16, 2024, Steering Committee Meeting was held virtually over Microsoft Teams. The
meeting consisted of a PowerPoint presentation with an overview of the Steering Committee
accomplishments, SGVGN timeline, Draft SGVGN Plan, Design Guidelines & Standards, PEIR, and
community engagement for the Plan development, followed by updates on the community
engagement for the Draft Plan public release, planned schedule, and asks of the Steering Committee.
This was followed by an open discussion. The presentation concluded with next steps and closing
remarks.

1. Introduction
a. Welcome Remarks

b. Julian Juarez (LACPW) introduced himself as the lead for the SGV Greenway Network Strategic
Implementation Plan team. He welcomed everyone back. It had been little over a year since

the last Steering Committee Meeting in September 2023. Since then, the Plan team, including

the consultant team, had been hard at work updating the Plan and transitioning it into its new
graphically rich and easy-to-use format. The Plan team was excited to share a sneak peek of
the Draft Plan with the Steering Committee before releasing the document for public
comment. Additionally, the Plan document represented all the contributions of the Steering
Committee over the past several years.

c. Steve Hirai (Brown and Caldwell) introduced himself as the principal in charge for the
consultant team. He acknowledged the long journey the Plan team and Steering Committee
experienced together for the SGVGN even through the pandemic years. The team was really
proud of the Plan and the project as a whole that everyone contributed to - with many
meetings, comments, interactions, guidance, and recommendations that were evaluated.

d. Laureen Abustan (Brown and Caldwell) then presented the meeting agenda.

2. PowerPoint Presentation

a. Agenda

Introduction

Steering Committee Accomplishments

SGVGN Timeline

Draft SGVGN Plan Overview

Design Guidelines & Standards Overview

PEIR Overview

Community Engagement for Plan Development
Community Outreach for Draft Plan Public Release
Planned Schedule

Asks of the Steering Committee

Open Discussion

Next Steps
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b. Steering Committee Accomplishments

e Laureen Abustan (Brown and Caldwell) acknowledged the Steering Committee members,
worked so hard as part of the team through the whole course of the Plan development and
deliverables.

e The Steering Committee comprises of 10 members with diverse backgrounds and a wide
array of views representing agencies, NGOs, and CBOs with expertise in environmental
concerns, equity, active transportation, and Native American partnerships.

e Conducted a roll call to acknowledge the Steering Committee members present:
o Our Project Team Partners:

Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) - Michelle O'Connor, Sheela Mathai
Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) - Roberto Achacoso

o Our Steering Committee Members:

LA County Board Offices SD 1 and SD 5 - Nadia Bashier and Roberto Alvarez
LA County Flood Control District - Julian Juarez and Genevieve Osmena
Active SGV - Wes Reutimann

Nature for All - Bryan Matsumoto

San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) -
Arturo Gonzalez

Trust for Public L and (TPL) - Edna Robidas

Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG)
Native American Indian Commission (NAIC)

SGV Council of Governments (SGVCOG) - Katie Ward
San Gabriel Valley Conservation Corps (SGVCC)

e Jennifer Aborida (LACPW) reflected on the Steering Committee that helped shaped the
Plan accomplishments since April 2020. The Plan team is grateful to have worked with the
Steering Committee throughout the process and excited to share how the Plan has
evolved.

O O O O O O

17 Steering Committee Meetings

Community Engagement Participation

Website Development

SGV Logo & Branding Development

Map-based Survey

Provided essential feedback of the following documents:

Prioritization Matrix

Tributary Narratives

Opportunities & Constraint Diagrams
Conceptual Design Projects

Design Guidelines and Standards
Bike Path Alternatives

3D Renderings
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c. SGVGN Timeline

e Laureen Abustan (Brown and Caldwell) reviewed the SGVGN timeline.

E WE ARE HERE

Existing Conditions Database & GIS Maps Develop Greenway Network Plan Environmental Documentation
Aug 2019 - Jul 2020 Jan 2020 - Aug 2021 Apr 2020 — Summer 2024 Apr 2020 — Winter 2025 Nov 2021 - Winter 2025
« Existing Studies & « Database of Projects, * GIS Database + Tributary Maps - Complete * Environmental Strategy
Plan Compilation AsBuilts, and Potential . Regulatory Roadmap + Project Priority Matrix - Complete Technical Memo - Completed
. Chp s i - GIS Mapping « Potential Project List - Complete * Scoping Meeting — Oct 4, 2022
Ch:parﬁeﬂ;?gzr:;c - County Channel « Final Bike Path Alternatives - ABS2 Tribal Letters
Design Flows ROW GIS Mapping + Final Conceptual Designs for Each » Projact Description and
Watershed Alternatives
« Final Opportunities & Constraints - Draft PEIR
+ Final Design Guidelines & Standards v
- Draft Plan Development
. San Gabriel Valley
o' Greenway Network
o Community Engagement Plan Community Engagement Plan Strategic
Nov 2019 — Summer 2022 Fall 2022 — Summer 2025 Implementation Plan
» Graphic Standards - Potential Community Events
* Community Engagement Plan - Pop-Up Events
- Community Workshops - Wehsite — Ongoing
= Online Survey - Community Engagement for
- Pop-Up Events Draft Plan Public Release
Steering Committee Meetings Steering Committee Meeting
Apr 2020 — Sept 2023 Oct 2024
- Conceptual Designs - Draft Plan Overview for Public Release
- Design Guidelines and Standards = - Design Guidelines and Standards Overview
- Draft Plan Review « PEIR Overview
- InDesign Plan Layout - Community Engagement Effort for Plan Development
+ 3D Renderings + Community Engagement for Draft Plan Public Release

d. Draft SGVGN Plan Overview
e SGVGN Plan Sections

o Laureen Abustan (Brown and Caldwell) outlined the SGV Plan sections and highlighted
Sections 1, 5 and 6.

e Introduction to San Gabriel Valley Greenway Network
Strategic Implementation Plan - Section 1
e Greenway Opportunities and Example Conceptual Designs - Section 5
¢ Implementation Strategies - Section 6
e Laureen Abustan (Brown and Caldwell) continued with an overview of Section 1.

Introduction to SGVGN Plan and highlighted Sections 1.1, 1.2, 1.6 and 1.7. She provided a

brief description of each highlighted subsection and shared a preview of several layouts,
figures, and photos.

1.1: Plan Goals

o 1.2: The Plan Area
o 1.6: Approach to Plan Development
o 1.7: How to Use this Document
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® Plan Goals

The SGV Greenway Metwork Plan was initiated in May 2017, by a mation set forth by the LA
County Board of Supervisors (BOS), that stated “The flood control systems in the County
rivers, creeks, and channels present a unique 6pportunity o create a countywide network of

multiuse for linear parks and open space for recreation,
bike paths for active transportation, multi-use trails for hiking, mountain biking, and equestrian
use, and stormwater " The BOS motion also outlines the

following specific plan objectives and goals (Figure 1-2):

1 Promoting Equitable Practices
2 Creating Recreational Opp 5

4 Boosting Connections

Natural Habitats
3 & Enriching Community Well-Being

Prometing
Equitable
Practices

Enriching
Community
Wwell-Being
SGV
Greenway
Network

Plan
Integrating
Stormwater

Management

Boosting
Connections

Figure 1-2. SGV Greenway Network Plan goals

@® How to Use This Document

The SGV Greenway Network Plan is divided
into six major sections, two minor sections,

planning precess. Sections 5 and & provide
extensive resources to be used by project pro-

and eight appendices. Sections 1 through 4 ponents for
introduce the SGV Greenway Network Plan and 7 and 8 present supporting information and
v of existing itions and that support the SGV Greenway

available data and gaps, and the evaluation and Network Plan,
prioritization of tributary opportunities, as well
as the community engagement aspects of the
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@ The Plan Area

The SGV Greenway Network Plan area includes
over 130 miles of potential greenways and
improvements along the District ROW. A 0.5-
mile buffer adjacent to each channel was
included to capture dala in areas that could be
reached via a short walk from a potential green-
way along the tributaries.

All of the major tributaries of the San Gabriel
River and the Rio Hondo within the San Gabriel
Valley were included in the SGV Greenway
Network Plan area as illustrated in Figure 1-4
and described in detail in subsequent sections.
Major tributaries (channels, washes, and
creeks). included in the study area are:

+ Alhambra Wash

+ San Pasqual Creek
* Rubio Wash

Eaton Wash
Arcadia Wash

« Santa Anita Wash

+ Sawpit Wash

Little Dalton Wash
Big Dalton Wash
‘San Dimas Wash

Walnut Creek
Live Oak Wash
Puente Creek

+ San Jose Greek
+ Thompson Creek

This section introduces the SGV Greenway Network and the SGV Greenway Network Plan,
lan

including plan goals, plan area and

Alhambra Wash through Sawpit Wash are
tributary to the Rio Hondo. Little Dalton Wash
through Thompson Creek discharge to the San
Gabriel River.

Highlighted segments of the San Gabriel

River and Rie Hondo in Figure 1-4 were also
included in the initial SGV area analysis. As the
SGV Greenway Metwork Plan was developed,
given their existing greenway development and
funding opportunities, they were not considersd
priority areas for potential greenway implemen-
tation, and were not included in the subsequent
analysis and conceptual design. This allowed
mare focus on the SGV tributaries that connect
1o these rivers.

and

beneficial elements, natural history and peoples, flood
Partners and Plan Team, approach lo plan development, and plan arganization.

This Section sarves as tha !aundlllun for subsequent plan elemant and focuses on the existing

Plan

of the SGV
afforts and studies, early

adjacent land. The section includes previous

channel

projects, and aystem (GIS)

Tributary Marratives serve as a valuable resource for planners, designers, and community
members, offering insights into key aspects of each tributary. These narratives inform and
guide fulure revitalization efforts and greenway projects.

and Tributary (Hey lenses).

This the C Strategy and Results Including
engagement with the Steering Gommittee, , and the
with was of plan This section also

outlines how public comments were incorporated into the planning process.

This

Tier 1 tributary eppor

the
SGY Greenway Network i»dudlnn identifying Tlcﬁ 1,2, and 3 tributary reaches, evaluating

for the

crossing treatments. Identification of project onpomnmu and constraints,

vital for future project development,

This section is focused on the

figures for both, and developing
weoll as gaps, are

and of

implementation throughout the SGY, including channel ROW availability, gresnway alignments
Sections | °7¢ allemative ¢ross sections based on AOW widih, potential project subcomponents

within channel ROW and on adjacent public land {Greenway Amenities, Pocket Parks and

Greenspaces, Safe Crossings, and Slormwaler Management), and ten example Goncepiual

Designs, 3D renderings of select greenway sections, subcomponents, and benelicial elements,

This section provides guidance for projact
the SGV Greenway Network. Includes key responsibilities and involved parties across five
phases of pm‘-d implementation: planning, design and permitting, bidding. construction.
and (DBM). Also provides guidance and for project

for greenway project

projects

d approvals,
and local, mm and lederal funding sources. The SGV Greenway Network Plan Design

and are

The supporting sections Include the following:

This section includes references, list of tables, list of figures, and acknowlodgements.

This The

and provided as Appendix H.

and

include technical and
for this project. These documents were used to

were

| t that
develop the SGV Greenway Network Plan.

San Gabriel Valley Greanway Network Strategic Implemantation Plan 87
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e Megan Horn (Studio-MLA) gave an overview of Section 5. Greenway Opportunities and
Example Conceptual Designs and highlighted Sections 5.1, 5.4 and 5.5. She shared the
content that each highlighted subsection would entail along with a preview of layouts,
figures, and photos.

o b5.1: Greenway Path Alignment ROW Opportunities
o 5.4: Example Conceptual Designs
o b5.5: Conceptual Design Kit of Parts

13 FEET ROW MULTI-USE PATH

This example greenway configuration shows
an & 1t bi-directional shared use path with 2 ft
vertical clearance shoulders and 1 ft of fencing
clearance, These widths meet minimum federal

used if necessary to achieve multi-use trail

connectivity, but is not recommended for long
distances. Refer to design guidelines for more
details.

1% FEET ROW MULTI-USE PATH

This example greenway configuration
shows a 13 ft shared use path,
coupled with an adjacent 5 ft wide
multi-use trail and 11t of planting area.

and stale slandards for bikeways.

A 12 1t wide brushed concrete path with 2
ft shoulders and 1 ft at the channel wall, 17
ft minimum ROW width, that accommodates
bikers, pedestrians, and equestrians can be

Figure 5-2. 13-ft wide greenway cross section exsmple from Table 5-1

17 FEET ROW MULTI-USE PATH

This example greenway
configuration shows a 13 ft
shared use path, coupled with
an adjacent 4 ft wide multi-use
trail. The 4=t wide multi-use trail
is for low use. Refer to design
guidelines for more details.

Figure 5-3. 17-1t wide gresnway cross section sxample from Table 5-1

240 Sect

unilies andl Exatmple Canceptial Designs

24 FEET OR GREATER
ROW MULTI-USE PATH

This example greenway
configuration shows a 13 ft shared
path, coupled with an adiacent 8 ft
multi-use trail, optional fence, and
landscaping at the edge. Barriers
are recommended in high-traffic
areas. With adequate ROW, barriers
can increase safety by separating
different user-types. Refer to des
guidelines for more details.

Figure 5-6. 24-ft wide greenway cross section Option A example with green infrastructure Table 5-1

27 FEET ROW MULTI-USE PATH

This example greenway configuration
shows a 13 ft shared path, coupled
with an adjacent 7 ft multi-use trail that
is separated by a landscaped median.
This separation of uses is ideal in high
traffic areas. Refer to design guidelines
for more details.

A 24 ft ROW alternative is to have both
sides of the channelactivated with a trail
an ane side and a bikeway on the other;
this would allow for larger planting
areas and/or meandering paths/irails.
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The 5-ft multi-use trail is for low use.
Refer to design guidelines for more
details.

Figure 5-4. 19-ft wide gresnway cross section Option A sxample from Table 51

19 FEET ROW MULTI-USE PATH

This example greenway configuration
shows a 13 ft shared use path,
coupled with an adjacent 6 ft wide
multi-use trail. A minimum multiFuse
trail width of & ft is recommended in
moderate use areas. A fence/barrier
can be added by reducing the trail
width by 1 ft and should be consid-
ered in high traffic areas. Refer to
design guidelines for more details.

Figure 55, 13-t wide greenway cross section Option B sxampie from Table 5-1

The primary objective is to develop, at a min-
imum, the 13 feet greenway path (shown on
Figure 5-2) on one side of the SGV tributary
channel. In unique cases where there is an
acceplable 13-ft. bikeway or path on

Available ROW widths were delermined with-
out deciding which specific greenway cross
section would be used. In cases where excess
ROW width exists beyond whal is needed for
path, project subcomponents

one side of the channel, a natural surface multi-
use trail may be implemented in lieu of a bikeway
on the opposite side. An example is shown on
Figure 5-8. This requires approval by LA Gounty
Public Works and other regulatory entities.

ROW widths were assigned throughout Tier 1
reaches by using the minimum ROW for the
extent of a potential path between intersections
to avoid g and 5
For example, if the ROW width of a stretch
ranged between 13 and 19 feet, the Plan Team
assigned a width of 13 feet to 17 feet in map-
ping tools (Appendix G: Greenway Alignment
Alternatives), which would leverage the 13-foot-
wide cross-section lo remain within the available
ROW for the entirety of a stretch. The same
exercise may be conducted by project propo-
nents on Tier 2 and 3 reaches, This pravides
flexibility for future greenway project planners.

EXAMPLE OF CHANNEL
ACTIVATED ON BOTH SIDES

This example greenway
configuration shows a
13 ft shared use path on
one side of the channal,
with a multi-use trail on
the opposite side. This
configuration can be
usetul when right-of-way
s i ient, but multi-
use trail connectivity is
desired. Refer to design
guidelines for more
details.

a
could be implemented in the ROW and should
be designed in accordance with the Design
‘Guidelines and Standards (Section 6 and
Appendix H). Off channel alignments were
delineated by the Plan Team when necessary

to connect on-channel greenways. These
instances occurred when there was less than

13 ft. of available ROW adjacent to the tributary
«channel and/or there was a major obstacle such
as a highway that would require a substantial
and costly overcrossing/bridge). Notes were
added to identity alignment lengths that could
require additional consid ons such as grad-
ing te make certain segments ADA compliant
{see example in Figure 5-8). Alignments and
-associated notes are included for each Tier 1
reach in the Greenway Alignment Alternatives in
Appendix G.

Figure 5-8. Example with 13 feet greenway on one side of channel and separate trail on opposite side
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AN GABRIEL MISSION
HIGH SEHOOL

Project Passibility.

EXPANDING THE NETWORK OFF-CHANNEL

Available Right-of-Way

1317 teet

Propesed Off-channal Alignmant
e Tributary Channels

Existing Bikeways (MTA data)

Proposed Bikeways (MTA data)
. School Property
€3> Propesed Bridge Crossing
24z Retail/Commercial/industrial Areas
@ Intersaction Grossing/Access Point
= Greenway/Gommunity Destinaticns

ctlion S Greenws

1o Concapiual Designs

TLA A
wiarsnast

) 1000 2000
T et

@ Conceptual Design Kit of Parts

The example Conceptual Designs from Section
5.4 show what a potential greenway project could
look like with a greenway path and many different

= 13-foot ROW multi-use path on one side of
channel with variable width ROW equestrian/
multi-use trail on the opposite side of the

of and
elements. These designs were assembled using

a kit-ol-parts with g

Axonal of select sub and
and which can be are p in Figures 5-12
used along tributary channels throughout the SGv  through 5 -18.
« Pocket Park

Greenway Network,

Axonal diagrams are a key element of the kit of
parts which illustrate greenway sections, sub-
and beneficial el Project

proponents and readers of the SGV Greenway
Metwork Plan should use these drawings to better
visualize the future various design sections and
elements, which are dependent on the available
ROW width. These diagrams are meant to inspire
future project proponents. Additional details
related to greenway project design and subcom-

and 2y are In
the Design and 6
and Appendix H).

Select greenway seclion axonal diagrams are
shown in Section 5.1, Figures 5-2 through 5-8.
= 13-foot ROW multi-use path

= 17-foot ROW multi-use path and multi-use trail
= 19-foot ROW multi-use path and multi-use trail
* 19-foot ROW multi-use path and multi-use trail
24-foot ROW multi-use path and multi-use trail
with planting strip

24-foot ROW multi-use path and multi-use trail
with planting buffer between

.

Spreading basin fitness loop

« Two slage crossing

Adjacent demanstration garden
Channel overcressing

Rail overcrossing

Channel undercrossing
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GREENWAY NETWORK SCALE

ALHAMBRA WASH AT VINCENT LUGO PARK

INTRODUCTION

The Wash project
provides 1.3 miles of new Greenway, connecting
Mission Rd. to the north, and Hovey Ave. to

the south. Gentral to the project is connecting

PROPOSED GREENWAY ALIGNMENT

Starting at Mission Rd., a 12 FT multi-use path
would extend south along the west (right) bank
adjacent to the Alhambra Golf Course and
around the confluence of the Alhambra and San

Vineent Lugo Park to the i
The available R/W is between 13-17 FT wide
for the project's extents, an

Pascual Washes. Coordination with Alhamb
Parks and Recreation could allow the path to
i along their mal access road. At

opportunity for planting along the edge of the 12
FT path that could double as linear stormwatar
BMPs. Expanding conneclivity through the

ji i to major ials Valley
Bivd. to the south and Mission Rd. to the North
is proposed. Al Hovey Ave., where the wash goes
undergrounds, an on-street (Class Il or Class
1} bike route along Abbot Ave. is proposed.

Ramona St., the path would shift to the east (left)
bank and follow the channel through Vincent
Lugo Park, and past McKinley Elementary to
Hovey Ave.

ACCESS POINTS AND CROSSINGS

See Safe C ings in App F, h A
for more detail.

It p a
Valley Blvd. and the Greenway. To the north, a
connaction over Mission Rd. and the adjacent
Union Pacific tracks would link communities
across the tracks. Furthermore, an east-west
bicycle and pedestrian route across a proposed
055-Gh. | bridge via Park and the
school district roads would provide an alternative
to Mission Road, and connect San Gabriel High
School with its attendance zone to the west.

AGENCY CONTEXT

A portion of the proposed Alhambra Wash
Greenway project falls within an area of the
wash thal is owned and cperated by USACE.
The project extents fall within the Gities of
Alhambra and San Gabriel. Future outreach
with the project’s neighbors - Almansor Park,
Alhambra Golf Course, Winston Smoyer
Memorial Community Garden, San Gabriel High,
and McKinley Elementary will provide further
opportunities 1o enhance the Greenway project.

POCKET PARK

Pocket parks with amenities for greenway users
and the surrounding community are an important
part of the 8GV Greenway Network. Pocket
parks can provide rest areas, shade,
habitat, green infrastructure,
wayfinding, and other
enhancements. Refer
to design guidelines
wior maore details.

SPREADING BASIN FITNESS LOOP

Many spreading basins and other types of
waler infrastructure exist in the SGV adjacent
to tributary channels. When possible,
activating these areas can create amenities
for greenway users and the surrounding
community. Spreading basins and water
infrastructure in general have very
pecili and
requirements that should not
be hindered, Refer to design
guidelines for more details,

. Mission Rd. + the Union Pacific Tracks
A railroad crossing and a cross-channel
bridge would enable this Greenway to fill a
missing active transportation link in both the
north-south and east directions.

o Ramona St. + Vincent Lugo Park
A new shared medium-sized gateway should
be incorporated into the existing park
entrance, with signage directing Greenway
users to key park amenities.

© Newby Ave. / Abbot Ave.
Update the existing pedestrian path as a small
gateway and provide a new bridge crossing
that is ADA compliant. Add Class | bike route
along existing walkway.

o Hovey Ave.
Provide a small gateway connection, with
i and safety to
assist in user navigation and connection to the
proposed on-street bike route.

512, Example pocket park
adjagent to the greenway

Figure 513, Example park adjacent to
the gresnway utiliring space arcund
spreading basin
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TWO-STAGE CROSSING

This diagram shows the typical
configuration for two-stage,

at grade crossings. Safe
crossings are critical to
greenway implementation.
See the safe crossings B
appendix and design
guidelines for

further detalls.

Figure 514, Example two-stage
crossing with raised median and RRAFE
signals

ADJACENT DEMONSTRATION
GARDEN

There are many opportunities to implemant
green infrastructure as part of the SGV
Greenway Network. Areas that capture
water can decrease runoff, educate

people about water systems, and
provide habitat and landscaping.
Refer to design guidelines
for further details.

Figure 5-15. Example pockel park
adjacent to the greenway with green
infrastructure

Figure 5-17. Example rail overcrossing with
accessile graaing

CHANNEL UNDERCROSSING

Safe crossings are critical to the SGV Greenway

. Where gs can
provide a safe and uninterrupted crossing of busy
This shows a
under a while an

slope. Refer 1o the safe crossings appendix and
design guidelines for further details.
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CHANNEL OVERCROSSING

Tributary channels in the SGV are somelimes difficult lo eross, or existing

bridges are not Adding or upg g bridge gs can
greatly enh the This diag shows a typical

g with slope See design guidelines for
further details.

Figure 5-16. Example channe! with arading and

RAIL OVERCROSSING

There are many railways in the SGV which a greenway may need to cross.
Rail crossings are subject to strict regulations and are often required to be
arade d. This diags shows a g ing over a rall line
at the minimum of 23 vertical feet, while maintaining an accessible siope,
Refer to design guidelines for further details.

Figure &18. Example channel undercrossing
with accessible grading
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o Jeff Herr (Brown and Caldwell) then went over Section 6: Implementation Strategies and
highlighted Sections 6.3, 6.4 and 6.8. He shared a preview of several layouts, figures, and

photos.

o 6.3: Project Implementation

o 6.4: Plan Resources for Project Implementation
o 6.8: Funding Sources

® Project Implementation

ieving project i
begins with planning. pr i
and active engagement during the project’s
initial phases. It is critical to (1) identify project
goals, objectives, and critical factors
in collaboration with stakeholders, (2) define
site conditions, opportunities, and constraints,
and (3) coordinate with LA County, requlatory
agencies, property owners, and other stake-
holders, as applicable, to understand project
requirements and needed approvals to develop
an achievable project plan and schedule,

Multiple parties should be engaged at the

appropriate stages throughout project devel-

opment. Key roles that should be defined at

preject inception include:

+ Project proponent. The project proponent
is the lead entity responsible for project

and i This will

generally be either LA County or a city or
community but could be an NGO or other
legal entity.

- consul-
tants include professional consultants
and other service providers retained by
the project proponent to assist in project

and i such as

planning, environmental/CEQA, survey and
subsurface utility engineering, architecture,
lar pe a @, ing design,
geoctechnical services, and bidding and
construction phase services

a Y ] y liaisons

include departments within LA County (LA
County Public Works, DPR), and other
local, state, and/or federal entities to ensure
the project is properly planned, designed,
reviewed, permitted, and approved. For more
information about the roles of individual
departments and agencies, refer to Section
6.5 Permitting and Approvals and Section 6.6
Advancing Partnerships.

= Stakeholders. Stakeholders include inter-

ested or affected parties whose support is

important for project success, such as the

or organi-
zations, local businesses, and neighboring
c N o may

include national, state, or local advocacy
groups related 1o arts and culture, educa-
tion, or the environment, or interest groups
composed of residents.

Project implementation is divided into five pri-
mary ing, design and permitting,
bidding, construction, and operation and main-
tenance as described in the following section.
All implementation phases must be thoughtfully

ful greenway

[ to a
project.
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PHASE

KEY ACTIVITIES

INVOLVED PARTIES

Ul
DESIGN AND
FERMITTING

RN

BIDDING

CONSTRL

Community and stakeholder engagement should occur throughout
the project life.

Figure 6-3.

¥ of Plan project phases; key ities and invoived parties
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® Plan Resources for
Project Implementation

projects, A

the following SGV
resources;

and Constraints

Exlensive resources were prepared o aid are in the
project p in ing g v following A iy
averview is p . ix A C of Efforts and
below offering details such as relevant project Studies
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with further details. Below are summaries for N B GIS D and
" Mapping
Plan
+ Appendix G: Tributary Marralives
= 6.4.1 Design Guidelines and Standards . D: Steering G
+ 6.4.2 Tributary Narratives and Opportunities Materials
= A dix E: Ci Ei t Plan
and Report

6.4.3 Greenway Alignments

6.4.4 Project Subcomponent Opportunities
6.4.5 Sale Crossings

6.4.6 Example Conceptual Designs and Kit of
Parts

6.4.7 GIS Dalasels

6.4.8 Summary of the Plan’s Technical
Resources

« Appendix F: Channel Adjacent and Safe
Crossing Subcomponent Opportunities

. G- A

B H: Design and
Standards

smentotion Plan 413

® Funding Sources

Promoling equitable funding to improve envi-
justice
mentioned in the BOS motion and must be

Examples of polential local, stale, and federal
funding sources for SGV Greenway Network
projects are provided in Figure 6-9 and the
Before preparing an

thr plan
Many of the SGV Greenway Metwork Plan tasks
related directly to understanding the people
and communities of the SGV and distributing

the of g project i

througl . C Designs and

the and in the

SGV Greenway Network Plan and the Design
i and are to

areas the SGV Metwork

Plan. The SGV Greenway Network Plan was
also developed to allow flexibility to meet
diverse needs and priorities of the communities.

Creation and maintenance of an extensive gre-
enway network throughout the SGV will require
substantial and sustained financial resources.
Project proponents will need to leverage a
range of local, stale, and federal funding
sources to achieve the goals of the plan.

Grants are an excellent opportunity for a
ane-time influx of funds te enable project
implementation. Due to their proximity to the
Los Angeles population center and the innate
relationship of the greenways with flood control
GV Gi v projects are
inherently multi-benefit. The strategic selection
of project subcomponents including pocket
parks and gr
ment, and greenway amenities can further
strengthen the argument that in addition to
and t tation, g Y proj-
ects provide a broad range of environmental,
health, social, and climate resilience benefits.
These benefits can be used to apply for grant
funds from a variety of agencies and programs.

project should first
meet with the Implementation Team as dis-
cussed in SBections 6.1 and 8.5 They should
also review the individual grant program criteria
requirements with respect to their project,
and verily funding is available and proposed
project and/or sub are
eligible. Specific grant funding will often be
tied to specific project subcomponents. An

is ing stormwater
improvements as part of the greenway project
for stormwater that currently discharges to the
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6.4.1 Design Guidelines and
Standards

'Applicable project phases:
SlC]
Geographic applicability:

SGV Greenway Network
with more L N/A
L dix with more
H (Design and
Standards)

The SGV Greenway Network Plan Design
and isa
s that pi g
q and F g the
guidelines will enable project proponents to
customize their initiatives to match the com-
munity's needs and the District requirements,
The overall goal is to build smart projects that
provide a secure and uniform visual identity
and user experience across the SGV Greanway

y project

The Design Guidelines and Standards are orga-
nized by design topics and associated standards.

Each section il ble r
and guidance for bikeways and multi-use green-
ways, ts and b

from local, state, and federal sources. Thay

also draw from similar plans and best practices
developed locally, including the LA River Master
Plan and LA County Public Works Green Streets
Design Standards, and examples from around
the country. All of the resources were used to
develop the required SGV

standards, community character opportunities for
customization, and design precedents.

Figure 6-4 provides an overview of the Design

Guidelines and Standards by section. The fol-

lowing also provides a summary of the design

topics addressed in the Design Guidelines and

Standards:

* Section 2, Greenway Uses and Project
Design: This section summarizes the design
priorities for the SGV Greenway Network, tech-
nical . and preject factors,

Network. The purpose of the Design
and Standards is to describe the types of

a i and to be
considered, and to provide a framework for

. 3, F Users: This section
documents design considerations for potential
users of
different types of bicyclists, equestrians, and

good and i project devel Most
project propenents will reguire a Flood Permit
from the District and following the Design
Guidelines and Standards will help streamline
and simplify the Permit process. See Section
6.5.3 for details on this permit process.

Design pricrities documented in the Design
i and i i i

rate community values and priorities identified

through the i

described in Section 3. Based on the feedback

received from the public, the following design

considerations are priorities: safety, vector

o and consid-
erations for greenway design based on users,
continuity, destinations, and traffic.

Section 4, Class | Bikeway and Multi-Use
Greenway Design Criteria: This section
includes design criteria for Class | bikeways
and multi-use greanways, including horizontal
and vertical clearance, surface types, drainage
and slopes, and alignment characleristics.

It p of canfigu-
rations in narrow (13 to 19 ft), medium (19

to 24 ft), and wide (greater than 24 ft) ROW
areas. It also i i for g y

control, comfort, and
ivity, and

environmental benefils,

grad and under-
passes, railroad crossings, and cantilever
sections.

Measure W (also known as the Los Angeles County Flood Control District’s Safe Clean
Water Pregram}: Funds stermwaler projects that increase capture and reuse and reduce

stormwater pollution.

Measure A: Safe Clean Neighborhood Parks and Beaches Protection Measure

Measure M: Funds mobility and tr

" ' including active "

Ageney funds from LACFCD, LA Gounty Board of Supervisors, Congressional

representatives

Net Tell Revenue Grant Programs to lund active transportation projects.

Measure H: Funds services, rental subsidies, and housing te help people experiencing

homelessness in LA County

and parks.

funds: F 1 and 68 to fund and P

Active Transportation Program (ATP} to encourage biking and walking.

State conservancies administer additional grant programs that benefit climate resilience

and walerways.
Affordable Housing and 1

and use of public transpaortation,
Caltrans grants
Recreational Trail Program

Program to support walking, biking,

GAL FIRE Urban and Gommunity Forestry Program

Wildlite Gonservation Board

US Army Corps of Engineers
US Fish and Wildlite Service
National Parks Service

US Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART

USDOT grants, including new grant programs from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

Figure 69, Potential SGV Greenway Metwork funding options at the local, state, and federal scale
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o Example photos of Greenway Design Elements were shown, such as a pocket park,
different types of amenities, and stormwater treatment projects.

11
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o Jeff Herr (Brown and Caldwell) provided an overview of the Design Guidelines and

Standards.

o Design Guidelines and Standards Priorities

O O O O

Provide requirements and guidance
Preserve a cohesive identity, and promote best practices and resilience

Maintain safe user experience and flood conveyance
Provide framework for good and consistent project development

o Design Guidelines and Standards Summary

0O 0O 0O 0O 0O O O O O O O O

Section 1:
Section 2:
Section 3:
Section 4:
Section 5:
Section 6:
Section 7:
Section 8:
Section 9:

e Planning and Design Detail

o Asignage example was shown to provide detail on the informational sighage, which is
color coordinated, with all the tributaries having their own colors.

o Asurface crossing example was also shown with the proposed greenway transitioning
from one side of the channel to the other.

INFORMATIONAL SIGN
OPTION 2 - WITH BOTTOM PANEL

(

SGV Rrwork'

SAN JOSE CREEK

LOCATION OR
PROJECT NAME

LINE THREE HERE

PROYECTO D

Organization Name Here
Line Two If Needed

TITLE1

Taxt: SOV Grerway Network
Font: Barion - Buld & Reguiar, 8 Caps
Slow: 3.5 high and 15” high

in

Color: White
Position: Left ali ¥ from top of green.
background, 25 homieh

TITLE2

Taxt: Fiver, Chansel or Wash Name
h Caps

Poaltion: Left aligned, 2 5" from left edge of cokored
Band ard 075 from top

TITLE3

Poaltion: Lo allgned, 2 5 from sdge of green
background and .25 below Titke 2

TRAIL USAGE SYMBOLS

Introduction/Permitting Process
Greenway Uses and Project Design
Potential Users
Class | Bikeway and Multi-Use Greenway Design Criteria
Class Il Bikeway Design Criteria

Class lll Bikeway Design Criteria

Class IV Bikeway Design Criteria

Signage Graphics and Markings

Safe Crossing Design
Section 10: Architectural and Safety Elements
Section 11: Stormwater Management
Section 12: Operations and Maintenance

Size: Symbois contered in ¥ circle

Color: Cirche - White, Symbol - Fantone 34-350

Position; 2.5 from right edge of green background
aced T apart, vertically 1op sligned with boftom

of InfexFnaticn Text

* Dnly inchude symbols for usage on trail ot this scoess

poinL remove 8 others
** Sae HUTCD for sgproved symbols

INFORMATION TEXT

Font: Bariow - Bold, Title Cane

Bize: 0575 minimum height of capital letter

Calor: White

Pasition: Leét aligned. 2 5 from edge of green
background and £ 5 vertical space between groups
of texts

LOGOS

Size: T circies with § pt white stroke
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e Megan Schwartz (Catalyst Environmental) provided an overview of the Program

Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) efforts.
e Current Status and Upcoming Milestones

o Administrative Draft PEIR Sections reviewed by Public Works - February to

August 2024

o Compiled Administrative Draft PEIR currently being reviewed by Public Works

o Draft Final PEIR ready for publication - January 2025

e Significance Determinations for Construction and Operation of Projects Implemented

under the PEIR
o Significant and Unavoidable Impacts
= Aesthetics
= Agriculture and Forestry
= Air Quality
= Hazards and Hazardous Materials
= Land Use and Planning
= Noise
= Recreation
= Transportation
= Wildfire

o Less than Significant (with or without mitigation) Impacts

= Biological Resources

= (Cultural Resources

= Energy

= Geology and Soils

= Greenhouse Gas Emissions
= Hydrology and Water Quality
= Mineral Resources

= Population and Housing

= Public Services

= Tribal Cultural Resources

= Utilities and Service Systems

SGV GNSIP_Oct 2024 SC Meeting Minutes_10.16.2024_CLEAN V
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g. Community Engagement for Plan Development

e Laureen Abustan (Brown and Caldwell) reviewed the completed efforts for the community
engagement during the Plan development.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

in numbers
Over %
I\J 0

community | gm  gmop community
events . A survey
% responses

Over @

0 da®
4 \ | 4 \ steering
) : iz ) committee
comkm#mty social media in-person members
workshops impressions interactions

o Engagement by the Numbers

8 Community Workshops

19 Municipal Stakeholder Presentations
89 Community events

2,300 Completed Surveys

4,000 In-Person Interactions

212,000 Social Media Impressions

o O O O O O

e Key Findings: Workshops, Surveys, and Pop-Up Events
o Amenities
= Shading
= Bicycle and Equestrian features
= Dog features
=  Wayfinding and safety signage
=  Cultural resources
= Recreation
= Online resources
o Environmental Justice
= Avoid green gentrification
= Native plantings
= Restore habitat
o Safety & Security
= Lighting & signage
=  Privacy for neighbors
= Unhoused neighbors

14
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o Connectivity
= Existing Active transportation
=  Seamless gateway points at Schools, Local and regional parks
= Continuous paths
= Equestrian paths
= Public transit

o Accessible to All Ages
= Use network for commuting to school or work
= Bike skills
= QOlder users and users with different abilities
= Neighbors and tourists

o Maintenance
=  Waste management
= Vandalism and property damage
= Reporting users and greenway issues

o Multimodal Use
= Walking, biking, running, rollerblading, and skateboarding
= Ensure safe road crossings
= Resting spaces
= Gateway spaces

e Community Workshops

o Series 1 - Fall 2021
= 4 Workshops - 87 Participants
= Virtual - Breakout Rooms & Polling

o Series 2 - Winter 2022
= 2 Workshops - 30 Participants
= Virtual - Breakout Rooms

o Series 3 - Summer 2022
= 2 Workshops - 17 Participants
= |n person - Open House and Large Room Discussions

e Pop-Up Events

o Atotal of 18 pop-up events throughout the SGV - from Whittier Narrows Recreation
Area to Gladstone Park.

o Photos from several pop-up events were shown.

15
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Map-Based Survey

Launched:
October 14, 2021
— July 30, 2022
Total
Submissions:
1546
Paper
Submissions:
507
Online
Submissions:
1039
English 1406
Chinese 13
Spanish 37

Altadena

Sierra Madre

Pasadena

Claremont

M

Ramona

\! “o “ 2
= Monterey ;:o%

st Los

Pomona

Plan Area

Walnut

—
geles  montebello
(D  Llamiretad Flyar
ommerce . O Popup
/ Heights A 0 Cornmunity
, sy
Pico Rivera Whittier owland N Worcha
Heights
[Sam sansiecvatier
il bl
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o Engagement led by Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA)
o WCA Partnered with
= Active SGV
= Amigos de Los Rios
= Nature for All
=  Women’s Clubs
o Engagement Activities
= 71 Completed Workshops and Events
= 826 Documented Responses
= 3,428 Estimated In-Person Interactions
= More than 174,077 Digital Impressions through social media and mailing lists

= Presented in Spanish, Chinese, and Viethamese in addition to primarily English-
speaking audiences

h. Planned Community Outreach for Draft Plan Public Release

e Jennifer Aborida (LACPW) summarized the current and upcoming community outreach
effort for the Draft Plan Public Release.

e Prior to Draft Plan Release

o Social Media and Email Communications
= August 2024 - January 2025
= estimated 170,000 impressions

o Public Project Website Updates
= August 2024 - January 2025

o Media Kit
= August 2024 - January 2025

o Flyer Postings within SGV Plan area
= September 2024 - December 2024
=  minimum of 50 locations

e During Public Comment Period

o Presentations to Local Community Groups
= January 2025 - March 2025
= minimum of 15 meetings

o Pop-up Events/Tabling Events
= January 2025 - March 2025
=  minimum of 30 events

o Community Meetings for Q&A
= estimated 2 meetings

o Community Bike Rides
= estimated 3 bike rides

17

SGV GNSIP_Oct 2024 SC Meeting Minutes_10.16.2024_CLEAN V



SGV Greenway Network Strategic Implementation Plan October 16, 2024

o Presentation to City Stakeholders within Plan Area
= January 2025 - March 2025
o Optional Community Survey

Social Media Graphics
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY |

"-GREENWAY .

SAN GABRI LLEY

GREENWAY

NETWORK

SGV Greenway Network Strategic
Implementation Plan is here!

LA County Public Works is leading efforts to build
a sustainable and interconnected community .

i. Planned Schedule

e Laureen Abustan (Brown and Caldwell) shared the planned public release dates for the
Plan and PEIR.

e January 2025
o Public Release of Draft Plan
o Public Release of Draft PEIR
e Summer 2025
o Public Release of Final Plan
o Public Release of Final PEIR
j. Asks of the Steering Committee
e Distribute social media graphics prior to Draft Plan public release.
e Continue promoting the SGV Greenway Network.
k. Open Discussion

e Laureen Abustan (Brown and Caldwell) opened the discussion by inviting the Steering
Committee members to share any feedback, comments, or about the Plan development
process.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) congratulated everyone and was very thankful to be at
this point. He asked: Could you provide an update on what the stretch in the schedule was
about and more information about the timeline after Summer 2025 after the Final EIR? Is
that when CEQA approval is secured, or at what point can cities really move ahead with
their planning efforts?

18
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e Genevieve Osmena (LACFCD) acknowledged all the hard work that the team and Steering
Committee members put into for the draft Plan development. She acknowledged Bryan's
qguestion about the timeline taking an extra year. The team needed to revisit and ensure
that the appropriate tasks and scope were defined to prepare the InDesign version of the
plan, making it more aesthetically pleasing and user friendly. The last year was also spent
on completing the analysis required for the PEIR. The team would also develop and
prepare a Spanish version of the Draft Plan to release with the English version for public
comment review. The team wanted to wait until after the holidays for the public review in
January 2025. In the summer of 2025, the plan is to incorporate any feedback received,
then recommend adoption of the Final Plan and Final PEIR to the LA County Board.

e Genevieve Osmena (LACFCD) emphasized the substantial effort dedicated to developing
tools and resources within the PEIR document to streamline and provide a strong
foundation for agencies or entities interested in implementing greenway projects. While
the Plan would be a County-certified document, it would be accessible to any entity to
review the analysis and potentially leverage its measures, saving time and effort in their
own projects.

e Julian Juarez (LACPW) mentioned the team would utilize the time during the holiday
season to polish off the Draft Plan and Draft PEIR, getting them best prepared for the
public. The Spanish translation effort also would be starting soon. Additionally, this time
would also be used to brief the Public Works administration and update the Board offices
on the process and the progress made on the Plan before the public release.

e Wes Reutimann (Active SGV) messaged: Will the Draft Plan be made available to the group
prior to the full public release in January?

e Julian Juarez (LACPW) responded the project team is not planning to provide the Draft Plan
to the Steering Committee again prior to the public release. About a year ago, the Draft
Plan was shared with the Steering Committee as a Word document, which was the version
that we needed to get all the comments back before we locked it into the new InDesign
format.

e Roberto Achacoso (WCA) messaged: Do we know when in January 2025 the public draft
release of the plan and PEIR planned for? And when will that date be 'locked in'?

e Julian Juarez (LACPW) responded the date has not been locked in, but the team was
aiming between mid to late January for the planned release. Stormwater Planning Division
will be briefing the Public Works administration on the progress and completion of the
Draft Plan, then with their input and concurrence, the date would be locked in for mid to
late January.

e Wes Reutimann (Active SGV) messaged: Are there plans to translate the document into
other languages widely spoken in the SGV?

e Genevieve Osmena (LACFCD) responded currently there is no task item nor scope to
translate the Plan into other languages. However, if requested, the team would consider
this input, as it would require additional resources and scope. She welcomed feedback on
which languages might be needed, either from the Steering Committee before the Public
Draft Release or during the Public Draft Release.

e Edna Robidas (Trust for Public Land) messaged: Can you confirm that the PEIR, once
approved, will allow projects to move forward without having to do a separate CEQA
process as long as their scope fits within the PEIR scenarios?

e Genevieve Osmena (LACFCD) responded the idea was to cover projects of a specific size
and scale. For projects beyond what was analyzed in the PEIR, the document could serve
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as a foundation or springboard, but additional analysis through a project-level CEQA may
be required.

e Megan Schwartz (Catalyst Environmental) explained that the goal of the Program EIR was
to make it as usable for as many future projects as possible. Based on their review of the
plan area, the planning team carefully evaluated the typical and maximum project sizes,
construction limits, recreational and maintenance activities, and visitor capacity. The plan
team also completed a quantitative analysis for air, GHG, and noise. This approach allows
many projects to utilize the Program EIR, enabling project proponents to confirm that their
projects do not exceed the evaluated impacts. Project proponents would only need to file a
Notice of Determination and adopt the appropriate mitigation measures, avoiding the need
for a project-specific analysis and an additional lengthy CEQA process.".

e Wes Reutimann (Active SGV) messaged: Yes, we have some partners who I'm sure will be
happy to share language requests.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) messaged: Perhaps translation of Executive Summary of
the Draft Plan? In the same language that were identified for community engagement.

o The team would consider this input, any additional translation versions would require
additional resources and scope. Previous engagement materials have been translated
into Spanish and Chinese including website, survey, and community events flyer
handout.

e Roberto Achacoso (WCA) messaged: What kind of feedback are we looking for during the
public draft release? E.g. what are the most useful/actionable types of comments, given
the state of the draft and the timeline for release of the final document?

e (Genevieve Osmena (LACFCD) explained that the draft Plan will be released to the public to
obtain broad feedback from the community and stakeholders impacted by the proposed
projects in the Plan. The goal is to engage agencies and technical experts who would use
the Plan for planning and implementation, ensuring that the tools and resources provided
are effective and streamlined. The team also aims to gather feedback from communities
where these projects are planned, ensuring that the proposed amenities, improvements,
and designs align with their needs and preferences. The Plan serves as a visioning
document to guide planners and agencies in refining projects with additional community
input. To encourage feedback, the team intends to widely share information about the
draft Plan allowing people to review and submit comments online, via email, or through
other platforms.

o Katie Ward (SGVCOG) messaged: When the plan is brought forth to the Board of
Supervisors for adoption in Summer 2025, is there any possibility to add on a board
motion to provide funding for local agencies to construct/implement some of the greenway
projects?

e Genevieve Osmena (LACFCD) responded that the team could inform Public Works’
Administration and the Board offices about the request for a board motion for funding to
determine if it could be considered.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) messaged: We had the survey translated by APIFM
community translation vendors into Spanish, Chinese simplified and Viethamese when we
did the community engagement.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) mentioned the SGV outreach materials were translated
into those languages as well.
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e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) messaged: Request to make the Graphics (Plan cover,
social media, Promotional flyer/banner) more eye-catching to engage community
members. Use your best graphics: the tributaries map, cool renderings, diverse people on
bikeways.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) recommended to increase the budget to create larger
banners along the channels. The current laminated signs were a good step in the previous
round, but when people are driving in a car, biking, or walking, you have to compete with
everything else in an urban environment. Maybe you could make the banners more
evergreen to stay updated with an SGV Greenway project QR code. Therefore, it would not
become out-of-date once the Draft Plan date passes, and people can constantly be
directed to the website.

e Julian Juarez (LACPW) responded the team used high-quality graphics to develop a user-
friendly Plan. He thanked the Steering Committee members for providing additional
graphics and photos, such as Active SGV providing photos that were very helpful. The team
could explore the possibility of incorporating the graphics and posters along the channels
but noted that larger signs or banners would require additional scope, funds, and
approvals.

e Roberto Alvarez (LAC B.0.S. SD5) messaged: | would like to note that all funding requests
via board motions are subject to the county's recently implemented fiscal resilience:
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/187995.pdf

e Roberto Alvarez (LAC B.0.S. SD5) mentioned that while funding requests through a board
motion were possible, the Board implemented a fiscal resilience strategy as part of its
budget evaluation process. This strategy prioritizes motions based on needs and limited
county funding. He cautioned that this new process could potentially delay the
implementation of projects when funding requests are made.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) messaged:
o Plan topics:

= Further thought to an SGV Greenway Authority? Like Gold Line. SGVCOG? DPR
Trails? DPW?

= Kit of parts: - already identified sections on route?
= Tree canopy issues addressed? (Discussion Sept 2023)
= Maintenance plan - who responsible? Solutions to report issues, users?

= |nclude case studies? Photos of success in LA County. Whittier Greenway, LA River,
etc. for local decisionmakers, stakeholders to get out and experience.

= Draft trail wayfinding signage - nice! See Sacramento River Parkway trail signage.
Very clear, nice looking wayfinding system

o PEIR

= Significant & Unavoidable impacts > Concerned about any major pushback?
Lawsuits?

o Stakeholder / Community engagement
= SGVCOG: Updates/Presentations?
= Any WCA plan to reissue opportunity for community engagement?
=  Community survey results: Shade?
= Posting notices: Green vs yellow vs red?
=  Flyers: Banners?
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e Julian Juarez (LACPW) reiterated the commitment of the Flood Control District and Public
Works to producing this Plan. Despite still being in development, the team is actively
partnering with cities, NGOs, and the County to implement projects. For example, the
Vincent Community Bikeway Project, a County-led greenway in the unincorporated
community of Covina, is nearing completion. In this project, the Flood Control District is
contributing to the greenway elements, while the County is responsible for the bikeway and
roadway components. Additionally, they are working on the Puente Creek Bikeway Project
in the City of La Puente. Julian emphasized that the County is focused on implementing
these projects at a fiscally responsible pace and actively seeking grants to advance other
initiatives. However, some grant efforts have faced setbacks, such as for projects along
Eaton Wash in the Temple City and San Marino areas. Despite these challenges, there are
active projects underway, including several in the City of Glendora, and other ongoing
collaboration with the City of Pomona to implement projects along San Jose Creek. He
noted that it is encouraging to see the Plan taking shape alongside its development.

e Genevieve Osmena (LACFCD) explained that while the Plan is extensive and
comprehensive, it does not establish authority or provide direct funding. Instead, it offers
tools and strategies to help entities implement projects. The document serves as a guide
for securing funding from local, state, and federal funding sources. Also, the District is
committed to assisting by engaging early, providing feedback during planning, and
ensuring projects are permitted in a streamlined and efficient manner. She explained that
the Plan includes a section on maintenance and the importance of considering
maintenance and operations during early planning stages. Neglecting maintenance
planning can significantly impact project success. Key factors such as costs and resource
needs for adequate maintenance should be identified before a project is designed or
funded for construction. Additionally, a maintenance agreement is required before permits
are issued, clearly establishing responsibility for ongoing upkeep.

e Julian Juarez (LACPW) responded to the question about tree canopy. Tree canopy was
addressed, noted, and encouraged in the Plan. The team and Steering Committee had a
long discussion, and it was noted, addressed, and incorporated into the Plan. Tree canopy
is encouraged, but the project proponents would propose those projects that include it.
Each tributary area varies, and design criteria must consider various factors such as
distance requirements from channel walls, available right of way etc. Additionally, other
entities like the Army Corps have additional requirements that must be taken into account.

e Jennifer Aborida (LACPW) responded to the question regarding the case studies and
photos of successes in LA County. In reviewing the InDesign Plan, there were a lot more
photos of the implemented projects. She emphasized that including these photos has
been very helpful in enhancing the Plan."

e Laureen Abustan (Brown and Caldwell) mentioned there is a dedicated section for Early
Implementation Projects within the Plan.

e Julian Juarez (LACPW) highlighted the San Gabriel River and Emerald Necklace as success
stories and as a hub for the SGV greenway network. He explained that many photos in the
Plan showcase the various reaches of the San Gabriel River and Emerald Necklace.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) asked regarding the question on the kit of parts and the
different typologies, are the widths already identified and what applies to all the reaches,
or is it not down to that level for a city to take their portion with all the widths identified?

e Megan Horn (Studio-MLA) responded that all of the widths have been identified but not the
proposed solution.
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e Julian Juarez (LACPW) responded that the team did extensive research on existing as-builts
and areas with available right of way, which informed the Opportunities and Constraints
Diagrams. He described the 'kit of parts' as a set of available options designed to help
guide the design development process. However, these options are not the only choices
available for implementation. If a community prefers a variation, that option is open for
consideration as well.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) mentioned it was cool to see the Draft Plan has
wayfinding signage because that seemed new. He was in Sacramento earlier this year, so
he can email photos of the really good signage system along so many miles of river
parkway.

e Julian Juarez (LACPW) responded that one of the things that the team worked on this past
year was updating the wayfinding signage section. We have approximately 60 signs
included now of all various types. The team built on the LA River signage, and now we have
LA River signs and San Gabriel Valley Greenway Network signs. Also, Emerald Necklace
has a signage section in their strategic plan as well.

e Wes Reutimann (Active SGV) messaged: Any chance that the early implementation project
renderings and concepts could be shared to the Committee in advance of the January
release? As mentioned, cities are moving forward with plans and funding opportunities.

e Jennifer Aborida (LACPW) responded the team can share the concepts with the Steering
Committee. Early on we did previously share them with the Steering Committee for
commenting,

e Wes Reutimann (Active SGV) added if there are new renderings in concepts in addition to
what was presented a year ago, it would be wonderful to see them because a number of
cities are pursuing projects. Anything we can do to support those efforts as the Plan is also
moving forward would be great. Those elements of the Plan are really what draw people's
attention and provide so much value. If there is an opportunity to share any of that, that
would be much appreciated.

e Julian Juarez (LACPW) clarified that no new renderings were developed; the existing
renderings and locations remained the same. The team reached out to all cities that have
project example locations within their boundaries to ensure there were no surprises when
they reviewed the Plan and renderings. He noted that these cities were enthusiastic about
the Plan’s development and the opportunities it presented to enhance their communities.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) mentioned he appreciated the PEIR was set up
programmatically to help everyone get an umbrella approval. With that list of the
significant and unavoidable impacts, internally are you hearing any potential pushback
from any parties? The benefits seem obvious, but is there anything on the community side
you might anticipate needing some support with as far as push back?

e Julian Juarez (LACPW)noted that significant pushback is not anticipated, especially on the
regional level. At the project level, community members have raised concerns, especially if
projects are close to residential areas. These concerns include the potential presence of
people experiencing homelessness, projects being used for unintended purposes, or a
potential loss of privacy. Also from the perspective of the regional PEIR, the team does not
expect significant opposition.

e Megan Schwartz (Catalyst Environmental) added that listing all impacts as significant and
unavoidable might create a negative impression. However, the PEIR clearly explains that
this classification is due to the County's lack of authority to require cities to implement
mitigation measures. Instead, this responsibility falls to the lead agencies of individual
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projects. If these mitigation measures are adopted, the impacts would be reduced to less-
than-significant levels. The language in the Program EIR is explicit about this. For the
public meeting on the Draft PEIR, we plan to present a more comprehensive presentation
that will explain these details thoroughly.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) asked on the stakeholder and community engagement
side, have you been able to provide updates to the SGVCOG, or are those planned with the
upcoming public release?

e Julian Juarez (LACPW) responded the team gave a presentation to the Transportation
Committee at the SGVCOG in early September. It was well received, and the SGVCOG was
very excited to see the plan coming to conclusion. And, if the SGVCOG request continued
updates during the public plan release, we are happy to continue that engagement.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) asked if WCA had any plan to reissue any request for
support, or has that window closed already?

e Roberto Achacoso (WCA) clarified that the WCA will continue working with their original
partners for the time being, as changing partners would introduce delays.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) asked when the survey results were shown about what
the community was voicing, was shade specifically written and addressed in the Plan? It
gets hot out there, and it will continue to get hot.

e Laureen Abustan (Brown and Caldwell) responded that shade structures are potential
amenities as well as trees.

e Bryan Matsumoto (Nature for All) asked what was the meaning of the green versus yellow
versus red icons on the slide with the map of where all the previous flyers were posted?

e Julian Juarez (LACPW) and Laureen Abustan (Brown and Caldwell) responded they would
follow up regarding the meaning of the colored icons on Slide 49.

e Mateusz (Matt) Suska (LACPW) announced the completion of a greenway project, the
Vincent Community Bikeways. This project is a partnership between LA County and the
LACFFD, goes from Irwindale to Lark Allen and from Arrow Highway to Citrus Avenue and
covers approximately two miles along Big Dalton Wash, featuring two sections of greenway
and bikeway that alternate between the Wash and roadway due to various constraints.
This project serves as an early implementation project of the SGV Greenway Network. The
bikeway will officially open to the public by the end of the month, completing a project that
began in 2015 with an ATP grant acquisition. The project cost was approximately $10
million and highlights the extensive time and resources required to develop a 5-mile
bikeway/greenway project. A ribbon-cutting ceremony is scheduled for Friday, October 25,
2024, with Supervisor Solis.

e Wes Reutimann (Active SGV) messaged: Can the PW team email the Committee once the
January release date is confirmed?

I. Next Steps
e Prepare meeting minutes summary to be sent after the meeting
e Final internal reviews and touchups to Draft Plan and Draft PEIR
e Public outreach prior to Plan release
e Public release of Draft Plan and Draft PEIR

m. Closing

e Julian Juarez (LACPW) concluded by expressing his hope that everyone enjoyed today's
presentation and sneak peek into the InDesign Plan and felt energized to continue to
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promote the network and the Plan to their constituents and communities. He
acknowledged that a significant portion of the work has been completed and celebrated
the work accomplished but emphasized that there is still more to be done.".

o A big thank you to our Steering Committee members and partners. Your time today and
through this process has been greatly appreciated.

Refer to the PowerPoint presentation slides, video recording, transcript, and Teams chat for more
details.
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