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The San Gabriel Valley Greenway
Network Strategic Implementation

Plan (Plan) is a multi-objective effort

to transform the existing Los Angeles
County Flood Control District (LACFCD)
right-of-way (ROW) along the washes
in the San Gabriel Valley (SGV) into a
world-class Greenway Network. Serving
as a guide for future development
along the Greenway Network corridors,
the Plan prioritizes planned projects,
proposes project components, provides
guidance for project development, and
creates an implementation framework
and vision for creating multi-benefit
projects that advance stakeholder and
partner agency goals.
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Throughout Los Angeles County (LA County), dedicated easements
adjacent to channels were maintained for access and maintenance
of the channels as shown in Figure 1-1. These dedicated easements 1 PI an Goqls
are referred to as ROW throughout this Plan. For the purposes of the

The Plan began in May 2017, as a board motion set forth by the LA County Board of

Plan, greenways are located adjacent to SGV tributary channels in
gree Y . i SRR y . e 3 Supervisors (LACB0S), that stated “The flood control systems in the County rivers,
these ROW or dedicated easements. Greenways may include various creeks, and channels present a unique opportunity to create a countywide network of

combination of paths, trails, and users including bike-only path, bike/ interconnected, multiuse community greenways for linear parks and open space for

pedestriqn path separate bike pqth and equestriqn trail separate recreation, bike paths for active transportation, trails for equestrian use, and integrated
= ! stormwater management practices.” The board motion also outlines specific plan

bike/pedestrian path and equestrian trail, and separate bike path, objectives and goals which include (Figure 1-2):
pedestrian path, equestrian trail. Converting concrete tributary

channels to naturalized channels was not a project goal and is not
included in the Plan. 1. Promoting Equitable Practices
The California Greenway Development and Sustainment Act of 2015 . Creating Recreational Opportunities
describes a greenway as a pedestrian and bicycle, nhonmotorized
vehicle transportation and recreational travel corridor adjacent to

2
3. Integrating Stormwater Management
an urban waterway. This description allows local jurisdictions to 4
5
6

include greenways in their general plans and establishes a greenway : Boostlng Connections
easement for tax exempt, nonprofit organizations for the purpose of Enhancing Natural Habitats
preservation or development.

. Enriching Community Well-Being
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Figure 1-2. Plan Goals

Figure 1-1. Example channel from the SGV showing channel and ROW



Promoting Equitable
Practices

Promoting equitable practices is at the forefront
of decision-making processes throughout the
entirety of the Plan. This can be seen not only in
the broad and diverse community engagement
efforts but also in the tributary and greenway
analyses, and project selection and conceptual
designs throughout the SGV. It is the LACBoS’s
practice and goal to “Promoting equitable fund-
ing to improve environmental justice outcomes.”

Creating Recreational
Opportunities

For this objective, the LACBoS set forth two
specific Plan goals, “Improving mobility and
recreational opportunities for people with
disabilities, youth and the aging population,
bicyclists and pedestrians and equestrians”

and “Creating access to more open recreational
space and promoting physical activity.”
Greenway projects provide extensive recreational
opportunities for all types of users throughout
the SGV.

Integrating Stormwater
Management/Capture,
Groundwater recharge,
Water Quality

Water management throughout the region
includes stormwater capture for treatment and
use, groundwater recharge, and water quality
improvements. LACBoS’s goals for the Plan
include “Integrating stormwater capture and
water management opportunities.”. Local and
off-site water management is incorporated into
planned greenway projects, and can support
project implementation through available
Measure W funding.

Enhancing Connections

A Plan priority is to create more connectivity and
opportunities for residents to reach to schools,
parks, transit, jobs, shopping, and numerous
other local points of interest. Specific LACBoS
Plan goals include “Enhancing connections

to transit, schools, jobs, and everyday
destinations.”

Enhancing Natural Habitats

“Enhancing natural habitats and enriching
community well-being.” Is another important
LACBOS objective. Initiated by previous

plans and projects, the Plan aims to adopt,
standardize, and expand on those guiding
principles. Greenway projects incorporate
specific elements such as native plants and
pollinator gardens to effectively achieve these
objectives.

Enriching Community
Well-Being

Finally, the LACBoS Plan objectives include
“Reducing vehicle miles traveled and associat-
ed greenhouse gas emissions”. Disadvantaged
communities within the SGV Greenway Network
experience degraded air quality. The Plan cre-
ates vast opportunities for alternative greenway
transportation and extensive planting of trees
and many other types of vegetation. The Plan is
developed to provide communities with green
solutions including reducing heat island effects
to enhance community well-being.
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Figure 1-3. Planning Team Structure
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Numerous relevant planning and
design efforts were previously
completed on greenways, parks and
open space, flood control, green
infrastructure and water quality, and
transportation projects in the SGV.

It was instrumental in creating an
implementation framework for multi
benefit greenway projects that advance
the goals of the various communities,
stakeholders, and partner agencies.
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©® Compilation of Efforts and

Studies

Existing reports and information including
planned stormwater, active transportation, and
greenway projects within the SGV were re-
viewed, summarized and mapped by the project
team. All data and information was included in a
Compilation of Efforts and Studies Technical
Memorandum (TM) as provided in Appendix

A. The TM includes a document summary with
descriptions, key outcomes, proposed, planned,
or completed stormwater, active transportation,
and greenway projects, and potentially relevant
greenway design standards. In addition, the
team geo-located each plan, project, or study,
identified the implementation agency, the status
of the project, funding status, and created a
master summary map and library of the planned
projects.

Figure 2-1. Aerial view of channel
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1 Summary of Existing Plans
and Studies

Plans and Studies that were reviewed, cata-

loged and summarized include the following:

+ 2006 San Gabriel River Corridor Master Plan,
LACPW

+ 2017 Emerald Necklace Implementation Plan,
WCA

+ 2016 Comprehensive Parks and Recreation
Needs Assessment (PNA), LA County
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR)

+ 2020 Regional Trail System, DPR
+ 2012 Bicycle Master Plan, LACPW

+2012-2035 Regional Transportation Plan,
SCAG

+ 2016 Active Transportation Strategic Plan, LA
County Metropolitan Transportation Association

+ 2020 Open Channel Condition Inspections,
LACPW

+ 2015 County of Los Angeles Enhanced
Watershed Management Programs (EWMP)
Programmatic EIR, LACFCD

+ 2015 City of Los Angeles EWMP Programmatic
EIR, City of Los Angeles

+ 2018 City of Los Angeles Ballona Creek
Greenway Bacteria EIR, City of Los Angeles

+ 2016 Rio Hondo/San Gabriel River Revised
Watershed Management Plan (rWMP), LACPW

+ 2018 SGV Regional Active Transportation Plan
and Greenway Network Study, SGVCOG



* 2015 East SGV Watershed Management Plan,
East SGV Watershed Management Group

¢ 2016 Upper San Gabriel River Enhanced
Watershed Management Plan, Los Angeles
Regional Water Quality Control Board

* 2014 SGV Regional Bicycle Master Plan, Cities
of Baldwin Park, EI Monte, Monterey Park, San
Gabriel, and South El Monte

¢ 2015 S8an Gabriel River Trail Summary Report,
DPR

* 2019 OurCounty Sustainability Plan, LA
County

* 2019 Transit to Parks Strategic Plan, LA
County Metropolitan Transportation Association

* 2020 East SGV Active Transportation Plan,
LACPW

In the review of existing plans, studies and proj-
ects, relevant design guidelines or standards
referenced in the plans that would impact the
SGV Greenway implementation were catalogued.
These were compiled into another searchable
database for use in development of guidelines
for the project.

Plans and studies that mention greenway or

bikeway design standards and guidelines

include:

2006 San Gabriel River Corridor Master Plan,

LACPW

+ 2017 Emerald Necklace Implementation Plan,
WCA

* 2012 Bicycle Master Plan, LACPW

»2012-2035 Regional Transportation Plan,
SCAG

+ 2018 SGV Regional Active Transportation Plan
and Greenway Network Study, SGV COG

* 2016 Active Transportation Strategic Plan, LA
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

+ 2015 County of Los Angeles EWMP
Programmatic EIR, LACFCD

* 2015 City of Los Angeles EWMP Programmatic
EIR, City of Los Angeles

+ 2013 County of Los Angeles Trails Manual,
DPR

* 2022 Los Angeles River Master Plan, LA
County and LACPW

Available Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
were also reviewed for proposed project plans
that include bikeways, pedestrian paths, and
recreational areas within the SGV. Figure 2-2
illustrated the reviewed planned or constructed
projects relating to the greenway and identifies
gaps throughout the SGV in previous planning
efforts.
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7 Mapping Gap Analysis

In order to understand plan and project gaps for
segments of channel throughout the region and
within the planning area, a series of literature
reviews were completed. During the literature
review, the planned projects were catalogued,
geocoded, and mapped. The geocoded data was
combined into a master heat-map of projects

in order to determine locations with existing
planning, design, and construction efforts. Figure
2-3 illustrates the gaps in the previous planned or
constructed projects relating to the greenway.

Working with the SC, the maps were used to
validate the mapping effort and identified if any
remaining greenway or project gaps exist. The SC
also assisted by validating which projects were
“real”, as well as add any additional projects that
the team may have missed. Real projects were
projects considered in design or construction,
planned with funding, or heavily backed by the
community and implementing agencies. This

was vital for regions of the planning area where
there were many ideas for implementation, but no
actionable results.

The Emerald Necklace Area, including the Rio
Hondo and San Gabriel River, has received a
significant amount of attention from documents
such as the San Gabriel River Master Plan and
the Emerald Necklace Implementation Plan which
is why those regions were not included for further
analysis in this Plan.

San Gabriel Valley Greenway Network Strategic Implementation Plan



Figure 2-2. Summary map of existing plans, studies

and projects reviewed within the SGV
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